
John Naber
At the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal, he captured four Gold 
Medals, one Silver, and broke four World Records.  His World marks 
in the 100 and 200-meter backstroke lasted an amazing seven 
years after his retirement.

During his athletic career he won 25 National AAU titles, and won a 
record 10 NCAA individual titles (in 12 swims), while leading his 
team to four undefeated seasons, and in 1977, he won the 1977 
James E. Sullivan Award as our Nation's Outstanding Amateur 
Athlete. In 1984 he carried the Olympic Flag into the Opening 
Ceremonies of the Los Angeles Games, and was elected into the 
United States Olympic Committee Hall of Fame.

The Centennial Games in Atlanta marked his fifth Olympic broadcast.  He worked as a sports 
commentator at the 1984 Games in Los Angeles, and the 1988 Games in Seoul, South Korea, 
as well as the Olympic Winter Games in Albertville, France and Lillehammer, Norway.

In a recent nationwide USA Today contest, he was elected as the male co-captain of the 100 
Golden Olympians, an all-star group of many of America's most famous Olympic champions, 
including Bruce Jenner, Magic Johnson, Mark Spitz and Muhammad Ali.

John Naber remains in demand as a television personality.  He has served as play-by-play host 
for over 30 different Olympic sports, including his work on ABC's Wide World of Sports for 
gymnastics, weightlifting, equestrian and skiing events.  He has also worked with national cable 
companies, hosting shows like the Ladies Professional Bowlers Tour and the "Great College 
Rivalries" series on ESPN and ESPN2, as well as the Winter Olympic coverage for Turner 
Broadcasting.

John recently announced the publication of his second book and newest speaking topic “Eureka! 
How Innovation Changes the Olympics and Everything Else”.  “Eureka” is a study of innovations 
throughout Olympic history (i.e. how Dick Fosbury created his famous Fosbury Flop, why 
simmers first began shaving their legs, how the Dutch developed the revolutionary “Clap Skate” 
and many others).  In pursuit of the stories behind the innovations, John discovered the 
impetus and the common background that provided fertile soil for these innovations.  In 
conversations with many Olympians and corporate leaders, John found that these similarities 
could be applied to the business world.  The parallels between innovations in sport and 
innovation in business are striking.  Through research and interviews, even ingredients were 
isolated that often lead to successful innovation.  John shares various ways that companies can 
encourage innovation from within their ranks as well.  

Speech Topics:

 The Gold Medal Process 
 Eureka: Innovation Changes Everything! 
 Pursuing Victory With Honor 



 Awaken the Olympian Within

“Awaken the Olympian Within” Interactive Workshop

On your Marks...Get Set...Gold! Bring out the best in your people!

John Naber has created a “mock-Olympics” that puts fun back on the meeting agenda, with a 
collection of competitive activities that do not require athletic skill, but do teach attributes like 
teamwork, tenacity, lateral thinking, problem solving skills, performance under pressure, risk-
taking and resource allocation. Local Olympic athletes join the fun as your team builds a level of 
trust and understanding, to increase productivity at the office, and for the rest of their life. 

Work alongside various Olympians, “up close and personal”

Fun and challenging exercises with a purpose

Olympic music, decorations, prizes

Half- or full-day

Turn-key operation, everything provided


